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Among Strangers: A Sample Deaf Event Report from a Real Student
The Deaf community event I attended was the January Beaverton Starbucks gathering. It was different than class by a long shot; I was like a fish out of water. The signs were fast paced, and I never knew if I should interrupted and introduce myself or just people watch. The people around me are so at home with each other a man signs a crossed the room to a friend. A mentally handicapped deaf person learns ASL with patient friend to teach and encourages her. People are hugging, kissing, and high-fiving each other all around the room. Everything is so busy and silent at the same time. It was simply amazing.

The few people I met were so welcoming and understanding. I felt like I just wanted to be their friend and hang around them all night. They were completely oblivious to my ragged signing and the fact that I was hearing and might be unaware of Deaf culture.

There were also some things I noticed about the employees and hearing people in Starbucks. The employees had to resort to writing orders on paper and going up to the person and giving them the drink. It was not bad. It was just odd that they were not more prepared for deaf customers. The hearing people in Starbucks acted in different ways to different people. Some talked loudly at the deaf people trying to make the lips as readable as possible. Others hearing people simply just tapped the deaf people on the shoulder and motioned to move aside. I think it was a great experience, and I can’t wait for the next one.
